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A Pilots Promise- Ross Edmondson’s
round the world challenge
Sevenoaks' own Ross Edmeondson is currently embarking

on a childhood dream as he has set the aim of flying around
the world within the next 12 months to help raise money for charity.

The project enginees, 35, set off from Fittsburgh,
USA on May 6th and has so far covered over
5500 miles having flown over 40 hours®

If successful, Ross will be part of an extremely
rare and illustrious club of small aircraft pilots
that have managed to fly around the world,

The challenge will be completed in six one-
month stints over the course of the year
with Ross returning back te lraq for work
in-between,

CommunityAd were fortunate enough to talk
with Ross to find out more about his fantastic
Jourrey,

What first attracted you ta flying?
Eversince | was young, | was stereotypically, for
8 boy, interested in airplanes and flying. | spent
a lot of time on flight simulator, and would set
it up to carry out long distance flights into (to
me) unusual parts of the world, As soon as | was
able to save up some money, and had the time
uﬂhiﬂamm Univusﬂy.llmln

When did you complete your flight training
and what experience have you had flying to
different locations? (prior to this chalfenge)

I trained for my Private Filot Licence at Fort
Fierce, Florida, in 2005, and then for my
Commercial Pilot Licence in Sarasota, Florida
in 2010, Until now | have flown mysalf to
more than 40 countries, with the biggest
adventure before this being a 4-menth flying
joumey through 26 African countries with a
British obstetric surgeon, conducting medical
training and setting up training exchanges to
help combat maternal mortality. | also spent 6
weeks, and 150 flying hours, travedling around
Alaska and Arctic Canada in summer 2018,
going as far north as 600 miles from the pole
in Eureka, Canada.

(Nate from Ross: lots of info and photos from
this and other flights on my website: hitp://
katamarino.co.uk)

Has flying around the world always been
a dream of yours? And how did you feel

about making it lmwm up

this challenge?

family
hwun adventurous streak, although I'm
the first to get in to flying. Before that, it was
hiking, camping, sailing, and anything else that
could have something of an ‘expedition” feel
about it; and | still love those other activities
W cf:m combined with the flying!

What route and countries are you most
looking forward te visiting through your
challenge?

I'm looking forward to a number of sections
for different reasons. The remote beauty of
the north Atlantic, especially the ice caps of
Greenland. The Andaman Islands in southeast
Asia, as they're somewhere | never thought
I'd visit otherwise, and really have little idea
what to expect. Exploring Australia and New
Zealand will be amazing; my mather is from
Mew Zealand and it's over 10 years since | last
wvisited. And finally, the incredible distances

To fallow Ross’s journey and dmbm

African Promise was set up by a school friend
of mine, after he spent time in Kenya working
on school refurbishment and was impressed by
what an impact it had on the children there and
their prospects. He's now dedicated over ten

years to the work, currently supporting 7 schools
and raising funds to start partnering with an Bth.

The charity is very low averhead, with the vast
majority of money collected going directly to
the projects in-country, which includes facility
refurbishment and improvement, provision

of teaching materials such as school books,
funding salaries for additional teachers, and
funding school lunches for the children. | have
followed the growth and progress of the charity
and been really impressed by the impact it has
and the long term, sustainable partnership view
it takes. The changes that they make are made
to last and deliver permanent improvements to
the situation there.

What is the target amount of money you
would like to raise for African Promise?

I have set an initial target of 5,000 pounds; we
have already raised % of this and | hope to be
able to raise the target higheri

You wark out of Irag but how often do you
go back home to Sevenocaks?

Right now. | only get back to Sevenoaks a few
times a year, which is a real shame. | hope to
increase this now that | have a young niece
there, and a nephew on the wayl :




